A survey on the number of live laboratory animals reared in research institutions, including universities, biomedical institutes, testing laboratories, pharmaceutical companies, and animal breeders, was conducted on June 1, 2009. One thousand seventy-four replies were recovered from 1,593 institutions, and 471 of them had used live laboratory animals from
In Japan, animal experiments are regulated by the "Law for the Humane Treatment and Management of Animals" [7] and the "Standards Relating to the Care and Management of Laboratory Animals and Relief of Pain" [8] . Furthermore, the Fundamental Guidelines for Proper Conduct of Animal Experiment were established by the Japanese Government (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, and Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) [6] , and the "Guidelines for Proper Conduct of Animal Experiments" was also provided by the Science Council of Japan [9] , on June 1, 2006. Thus, a dual system for animal experiments with regulations and guidelines has been reconstructed in Japan and strengthened to reach a social consensus on the necessity of animal experiments with a minimum regulatory restriction on science and technology [5] . The Japanese Association for Laboratory Animal Science (JALAS) has carried out surveys concerning the use of live laboratory animals and reported regularly [1] [2] [3] [4] . In the latest survey, we improved questionnaires by making them simpler and objective-oriented to elucidate the situation of animal experiments nation-wide.
The questionnaires were distributed to a total of 1,593 institutions including whole universities, colleges and junior colleges (1, 287) , government institutes, incorporated administrative agencies and public interest corporations (172), and companies which are corporate members of JALAS (134). For a comprehensive survey, we asked the Japan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (JPMA), the Japanese Society for Laboratory Animal Resources (JSLA), the Japan Association of Contract Laboratories for Safety Evaluation (JACL), and the Japan Cooperative Association for Laboratory Animals (JCALA) for their support.
Out of 1,593 distributed questionnaires, replies were received from 1,074 (67.4%) institutions. Four hundreds seventy-one institutions of them had used live labora--Note- Table 2 . Of 11,337,334 live laboratory animals reared in Japan, 9,533,781 (84.1%) of them were mice, and 1,363,612 (12.0%) were rats. Approximately 99% of live laboratory animals were rodents including mice and rats. Genetically modified mice represented 37.4% of the number of mice reared, and genetically modified rats were 0.97% of the total number of rats. As major laboratory animals other than rodents, 50,230 (0.4%) rabbits and 11,426 (0.1%) primates such as macaque, squirrel monkeys, and marmosets were reared.
These data are one of important information about the current situation of animal experiments in Japan, though there were minor differences in questionnaire items and objectives compared to the previously reported surveys. We will continue to conduct surveys regularly, and provide more accurate information concerning animal experiments in Japan to foster social understanding for animal experiments. 
